
Online 
Safety



Online Safety Introduction

Four areas of risk – 4 C’s

• Content – being exposed to illegal, inappropriate or harmful material

• Contact – being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users

• Conduct – personal online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes harm

• Commerce - risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and or 

financial scams



Online Safety – Ofcom Survey

• Children and parents: media use and attitudes report 2022 (ofcom.org.uk)

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/234609/childrens-media-use-and-attitudes-report-2022.pdf


Access to devices



Teaching children to keep themselves safe 
online…

“Children and young people need to be 

empowered to keep themselves safe…..Children 

will be children – pushing boundaries and taking 

risks. At a public swimming pool, we have gates, 

put up signs, have lifeguards and shallow ends, but 

we also teach children how to swim”

Dr Tanya Byron: Safer Children in a Digital World



How is Online Safety taught across the 
school?

• EYFS: taught through careful questioning, conversations and 'Book Club' sessions.

• Year 1-6: all children begin the school year with an online safety unit of learning as 
part of their computing lessons. This means all children will have around 5/6 in-depth, 
quality lessons linked to various online safety themes.

• In subsequent computing lessons, children begin most sessions with an online safety 
starter (a scenario or question) to continually drip-feed the importance of keeping 
themselves safe online throughout the school year.

• During the Spring Term, we take part in ‘Safer Internet Day’.

• During the Summer Term, the children take part in an online safety assembly run by 
Google. It is highly interactive and engaging. Always a firm favourite

with the children!



Online Safety Starters



Online Safety Starters



Online Safety Starters



EYFS
• EYFS drip-feed and 

discuss online safety 
throughout the school 
year with the children.

• The children have 
access to iPads at an 
iPad station. 

• They also read online 
safety stories during 
their Book Club story 
sessions to promote 
discussion.

The 

Adventures of 

Smartie the 

Penguin

https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin/


Year 1

Some helpful resources:

Example Learning Questions:

• What is personal 

information?

• What is a password?

• What should I do if I see 

something unexpected 

online?

• How should I behave 

online?

• All children complete 
an online safety unit at 
the start of the Autumn 
term.

• Children sign a class 
poster agreeing to try 
and keep to the online 
safety rules. This is 
displayed in Year 1 
classrooms as a visual 
reminder. 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin/


Year 2-6

• All children from Years 
2-6 are introduced to 
the ‘SMART’ acronym.

• They are taught what 
each letter stands for 
and complete activities 
such as poster-making 
and drama to 
consolidate their 
understanding.



Year 2

Some helpful resources:

Example Learning Questions:

• How can I keep my personal 
information private?

• Who can I trust with my 
information?

• What does ‘SMART’ stand 
for?

• All children complete 
an online safety unit 
at the start of the 
Autumn term.

• They will learn about 
the ‘SMART’ acronym 
as part of this 
learning. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends-videos/


Year 3

Some helpful resources:

Example Learning Questions:

• What makes a secure 

password? 

• What is the difference 

between communicating 

face-to-face and online?

• Is all the information online 

factual? 

• Why might someone use the 

internet? 

• All children complete 
an online safety unit 
at the start of the 
Autumn term.

• They will learn about 
the ‘SMART’ acronym 
as part of this 
learning. 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/the-adventures-of-kara-winston-and-the-smart-crew/


Year 4

Some helpful resources:

Example Learning Questions:

• How can I protect myself 

from online identity theft?

• What is plagiarism?

• What are the positive and 

negative influences of 

technology on health and 

the environment?

• All children complete 
an online safety unit 
at the start of the 
Autumn term.

• They will learn about 
the ‘SMART’ acronym 
as part of this 
learning

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_uk/interland


Year 5

Some helpful resources:

Example Learning Questions:

• Why are passwords so 

important?

• Why is it important to 

reference sources in my 

work? 

• What impact does sharing 

digital content have?

• How reliable is information 

on the internet?

• All children complete 
an online safety unit 
at the start of the 
Autumn term.

• They will learn about 
the ‘SMART’ acronym 
as part of this 
learning

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/game/


Year 6

Some helpful resources:

Example Learning Questions:

• What is a digital footprint?

• What is appropriate online 

behaviour?

• How do I know if a website 

is secure?

• What is the impact of having 

too much screen time?

• All children complete 
an online safety unit 
at the start of the 
Autumn term.

• They will learn about 
the ‘SMART’ acronym 
as part of this 
learning.

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_uk/interland
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/game/


How can you support your child to be safe online? 

• Talk to them about their online experiences, 
show an interest, play alongside them.

• Use appropriate privacy and safety settings.

• Use parental controls so that you know what 
they have access to. 

• Check app and games are age appropriate.

• If you are concerned seek advice/ report 
anything inappropriate. 

• Keep talking to them about online safety. 



Talking to your child about online safety? 



Resources to use with your child

EYFS and KS1

• 5 Interactive Stories -Digiduck

https://www.childnet.com/resources/digiduck-stories/ 

• Online Story-lots of good talking points

https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin/

• Jessie and Friends x3 videos (Watching Videos, Sharing Pictures, Playing Games)

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends-videos/

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends-videos/


Resources to use with your child

KS2

• The Adventures of Kara, Winston and the SMART Crew (7-11 year olds)

These cartoons illustrate 5 online safety SMART rules and include a real life SMART Crew of young people, who guide the 
cartoon characters in their quest, and help them make safe online decisions.

https://www.childnet.com/resources/the-adventures-of-kara-winston-and-the-smart-crew/

• BBC Own It

Sound advice for keeping your time online safe, secure and happy.

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/curations/staying-safe

• Interland- Be Internet Awesome

Interland is an online adventure game that teaches the key lessons of internet safety through four fun, challenging games.

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland

• Play, Like, Share and Band Runner Game (8-10 year olds)

Our three-episode animation for 8-10 year olds helps them to learn how to spot pressuring and manipulative behaviour online 
and to stay safe from other risks they might encounter online.

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/playlikeshare/

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/curations/staying-safe
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland


How we support parents – website links



Parent Support
BBC Own It

Website Link: 

Parents - help kids make 
the most of their lives 
online - Own It - BBC

Great tips in an easy-to-
read format.

Teachers use some of the 
resources in school.

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/curations/parents
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/curations/parents
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/curations/parents


Parent Support
Childnet 

Website Link: 

Parents & carers | 
Childnet

Advice on what to do if 
a child comes to you 
and needs help.

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/


Parent Support
Our Safer Centre 

Website Link: 

Our Safety Centre – Online 
Safety Centre

Safety settings

Privacy settings

How to block

How to report

https://oursafetycentre.co.uk/
https://oursafetycentre.co.uk/


Parent Support
National Online Safety

Website Link: 

E-safety Guides for Schools | 
National Online Safety

You will need to log – this is 
free.

Useful guides to download.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides


Parent Support
Think u Know CEOP

Website Link: 

Parents and carers | 
CEOP Education 
(thinkuknow.co.uk)

Advice 

Reporting 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/


Parent Support
UK Safer Internet Centre

Website Link: 

Parents and Carers - UK 
Safer Internet Centre

Guides to technology

Conversation starters

Reporting harmful content

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers


Parent Support
NSPCC

Website Link: 

Keeping children safe 
online | NSPCC

Loads of help/resources 

Conversation starters

Online safety blog

Reporting harmful content

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


How we support parents – newsletters



Questions…

‘You don’t have to be an expert to keep your child safe online’

The online world is always changing, so we need to prepare our 

children to be safe, no matter what the context or latest app. 

We will try our best to answer your questions. 
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